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RECOVERY COLLEGE — ESTABLISHMENT 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Mental Health) [12.03 pm]: I would like to provide the house 
with an update on the McGowan government’s commitment and $3.6 million investment to establish the 
Recovery College. Yesterday, I was joined by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Mental Health, 
Hon Alanna Clohesy, Hon Stephen Dawson and the Western Australian Recovery College Alliance to officially 
open and launch the first statewide WA Recovery College.  
For those who do not know, the Recovery College is a safe and welcoming environment that will enable self-directed 
recovery and mental health, alcohol and other drug learning opportunities. We know that everyone’s mental health 
journey is different, so the college focuses on empowering people to use the experiences they have had to support 
others. People who have been through a recovery journey before will deliver information, courses and education 
so that people accessing the college can learn from their lived experience and gain understanding from their peers. 
The colleges have been very successful in other jurisdictions, and I look forward to seeing our college develop 
further. The college is opening in stages. Eventually, we will see courses accessible across Western Australia. 
Currently, the Recovery College is recruiting educators to develop and deliver more courses. In the coming years, 
we expect to see this grow into an expansive service, with many courses on offer. 
The establishment of the Recovery College plays an integral role in the McGowan government’s commitment to 
delivering more community-based services and supporting early intervention and recovery. The Recovery College 
will complement the raft of mental health, alcohol and other drug community services that are delivered by around 
100 non-government organisations across Western Australia, thanks to approximately $150 million of funding from 
the McGowan government.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank HelpingMinds and its alliance partners for the work and dedication they 
have put in to establishing this service, which will be accessible across Western Australia through a satellite model. 
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